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POETRY OUT LOUD STATE FINALS COMPETITION 

TO BE HELD AT THE STATE CAPITOL 
 

Phoenix, Ariz. — The National Endowment for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation sponsored 
Poetry Out Loud: National Recitation Contest, in partnership with the Arizona Commission on 
the Arts (ACA) will be hosting the state finals competition at 10AM on Friday, April 14, at the 
Arizona State Capital Building, Old Senate Chambers. Students from 8 schools in the Metro 
Phoenix area (Arizona Cultural Academy, Arizona School for the Arts, Cactus High School, 
Glendale Union High School, Greyhills Academy High School, La Joya Community High 
School, North Canyon High School, and Veritas Preparatory Academy) will be competing to go 
onto the national competition. 
 
Each winner at the state level will receive $200 and an all-expenses-paid trip to Washington, 
D.C., to compete for the national championship.  The state winner’s school will receive a $500 
stipend for the purchase of poetry books. One runner-up in each state will receive $100, with 
$200 for his or her school library. Poetry Out Loud will award a total of $50,000 in scholarships 
and school stipends at the National Finals, with at least a $20,000 college scholarship for the 
Poetry Out Loud National Champion. The Arizona Commission on the Arts also will be 
awarding the three runners-up with signed poetry books by Arizona poets: Norman Dubie, 
Alberto Rios, and Jeannine Savard. 
 
Poetry Out Loud seeks to foster the next generation of literary readers by capitalizing on the 
latest trends in poetry - recitation and performance.  The program builds on the resurgence of 
poetry as an oral art form, as seen in the slam poetry movement and the immense popularity of 
rap music among youth.  Poetry Out Loud invites the dynamic aspects of slam poetry, spoken 
word, and theater into the English class.  Through Poetry Out Loud, students can master public 
speaking skills, build self-confidence, and learn about their literary heritage.  
 
About the Poetry Foundation 
The Poetry Foundation, publisher of Poetry magazine, has embarked on an ambitious plan to 
bring the best poetry before the largest possible audience. In the coming year, the Foundation 
will launch a major new poetry website and sponsor an unprecedented study to understand 
poetry’s place in American culture. Founded in Chicago by Harriet Monroe in 1912, Poetry is 
the oldest monthly devoted to verse in the English-speaking world. Harriet Monroe’s “Open 
Door” policy, set forth in Volume I of the magazine, remains the most succinct statement of 
Poetry’s mission: to print the best poetry written today, in whatever style, genre, or approach. 
 
About the National Endowment for the Arts  
The National Endowment for the Arts is a public agency dedicated to supporting excellence in 
the arts – both new and established – bringing the arts to all Americans, and providing leadership 
in arts education.  Established by Congress in 1965 as an independent agency of the federal 



government, the Endowment is the nation’s largest annual funder of the arts, bringing great art to 
all 50 states, including rural areas, inner cities, and military bases. 
 
About the Arizona Commission on the Arts 
As the state arts agency, the Arizona Commission on the Arts envisions an Arizona where all 
people can: 
broaden, deepen and diversify their engagement with the arts,  
     as creators, audiences and supporters,  
        in ways that are satisfying and integral to their lives. 
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